[Usefulness and limitation of two-dimensional echocardiography in the diagnosis of acute dissecting aneurysm of the aorta (author's transl)].
To assess the diagnostic performance of two-dimensional echocardiography in the diagnosis of dissecting aneurysm, 12 patients (7 women and 5 men with a mean age of 51 years) with clinically suspected dissecting aneurysm were investigated. The diagnosis was confirmed by angiography or operation or autopsy in all patients. Eight had a dissecting aneurysm and the remaining 4 had a saccular aneurysm. The intimal flap echo was observed in 7 of the 8 patients with dissecting aneurysm. The intimal flap motion in these patients showed a fluctuating motion. The site or spread of this echo corresponded well with the anatomical lesion. On the other hand, an intra-aortic abnormal linear echo was observed in three of the 4 patients with saccular aneurysm. However, this linear echo showed little motion. The sensitivity, specificity and predictive value of the intimal flap echo in association with its fluctuating motion in the diagnosis of dissecting aneurysm were all 100%, although the efficiency remained at 69%. It was concluded that the real-time two-dimensional echogram is useful in the diagnosis of acute dissecting aneurysm.